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dealing with Serbia. But on July 27, when the news of
the Krasnoe Selo military preparations and demonstrations
came in,4T they "decided to issue the declaration of war to-
morrow, or at latest day after tomorrow, in order to cut
the ground from every attempt at intervention."48
Such an intervention seemed even more likely, in the
course of the evening, with the arrival of Szapary's despatch
proposing "direct conversations" 49 and news of Grey's pro-
posal for a Conference.4931 Berchtold therefore instructed
Szapary that he might converse with Sazonov, but "without
entering into any kind of a binding engagement."50 At
the same time a declaration of war against Serbia was
drawn up, together with a memorandum to persuade Em-
peror Francis Joseph to authorize its being sent "early to-
morrow morning." It contained two main arguments.
First, since the Serbian reply was cleverly worded and con-
ciliatory in form but wholly worthless in substance, the
Entente Powers might make an attempt to reach a peace-
ful settlement, "unless a clear situation is brought about
by a declaration of war." And second, the Serbians had
opened hostilities by firing on Austrian troops at Temes-
Kubin on the Danube. Berchtold then went to IschL By
using these two arguments he won the Emperor's assent,
telephoned the news to Vienna, and the Austrian declara-
tion of war was then dispatched to Nish a little before noon
on July 28, in an uncoded telegram in French,61
47 July 27, 7 and 8 A.M.; A.R.B., II, 49, 60; see also above, cL vi,
"The Russian Danger."
4STschirschky to Bethmann, July 27, 3:20 P.M.; K.D., 257. Of.
also Berchtold to Szogyeny, July 27, 11:10 P.M. (A.R.B., II, 69), where
he says the declaration of war will be issued "in a.few days" [in den
ndchsten Tagen], even though active military operations could not
begin until a couple of weeks later, when Conrad had concentrated the
troops. 49 Received July 27, 4:30 P.M.; see above ch. viii, at note 85.
wMensdorff to Berchtold, July 27, received 6:30 P.M.; AJEIB,, II,
71.	«o Berchtold to Szdpfoy, July 27, 10:20 P. M,; Gooss, 210.
61A.R.B., II, 78; S.B.B,, 45-47, BD, 225, 233. Mr. H. F. Armstrong,
to whom the present writer is indebted for the accompanying facsimile,

